
English

God created the universe and all life. He
created each one and put His creativity in us.
It manifests in different ways. Years before I
put my trust in Christ as my Savior, I liked to
sew. A couple of years into our marriage, the
style of men’s shirts included big, wide collars,
and ties were very wide as well. Richard did
not like these styles. Are you ready for this? I
would remove and take apart his shirt collars
and redesign them. If you have ever seen the
inside of a shirt collar, you would know that it
took a lot of skill to do that. I would also take
his ties apart and redesign them. It would
have been easier to make them myself. The
shirts were also wide and baggy, and I would
tailor them as well. I wanted to do this and I
enjoyed it. 

Are you impressed? Don’t be. I started to
think about all I was doing for Richard and
how little I thought he was doing for me. I
started to resent it, and soon stopped doing
these things for him. Richard had never asked
me to do them for him in the first place. It was
all my idea. I started to think that if he would
love me the way I thought he should, if he
was doing the things I thought he should be
doing for me and meeting my needs, then I
would continue to do things for him. Why
should I be the one doing all the giving? 

I told him that he was ungrateful. The truth
was, even though I was not a believer at that
time, God was revealing the evil in my heart:
the evil of conditional love and the evil of
demanding performance before I would love.
Many of us do this as Christians. We say that
marriage is 50-50. However Jesus gave 100
percent. Jesus died for us while we were

sinners and His enemies. In my self-righteous
pride, I had chosen to forget all that Richard
was doing for me. He worked hard to provide
a home, car, food, clothes, etc., etc., etc. He
saved us thousands of dollars by work he did
on our home and car, but I had not been
grateful to him.

Through God’s amazing grace after I
became a believer, I started to use God’s
creativity within me to love and serve Richard
as Christ loved me. The Holy Spirit gave me
creative ways to do these things through
things like: decorating our home to suit both
of our tastes; sending him cards and letters,
taking him on dates; buying him flowers;
praising and speaking gratefulness to him and
about him to others; praying for him and
encouraging him when he had a stressful day;
and cooking the food he liked.

The gifts, talents and creativity that the
Holy Spirit gives us should first be used at
home to minister to our families. Every place 
I travel I see husbands and wives quick to
minister and serve outside the home, but 
their families are being neglected. If you are
married, I encourage you to do what I do. I
constantly evaluate my priorities. I keep Jesus
and His Word first and my family second.
Again, I encourage you to evaluate your life
frequently. Is Jesus first and your family
second?

Becoming a Creative Wife
“She seeks out wool and flax and works with willing hands 

to develop it.” Proverbs 31:13 Amplified Version
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